Literature and World Citizenship

Tolstoy's work can amount to sheer boredom unless the
reader is made to appreciate the oppressive environment
and conditions to which the author saw his fellow nationals
subjected. Conversely, to read his works must inevitably
give the reader a very sympathetic view of the troubles
of Imperialist Russia and a clearer understanding of the
achievements and aspirations of the present U.S.S.R,

The undesirable effects of ignoring the background and
national temperament of the author (especially if he is of
another country) was frequently brought home to one of us
(L. J. F. B.) during the rise of the Nazi regime. During the
formative years of this regime he used frequently to visit a
Swiss friend who was very sympathetic to the German
National Socialist movement and who also firmly believed
that the British Commonwealth was disintegrating and the
British ideal, both past and present, very wrong. During
the many arguments which resulted, the Swiss frequently
quoted Shaw, an author whom he clearly did not under-
stand. For, steeped as he was in the lack-lustre, heavy
philosophy of German writers, he did not realize the psycho-
logical make-up and sense of humour of the English and Irish
which allows an author so much scope for satire, wit and ,
laughter at, and with, his fellow countrymen. Unless the
personality and environment of an author can be fully
appreciated by a reader, that author is better left alone.

WAR IN LITERATURE

In order to make a direct contribution to the teaching of
world citizenship, the content of literature should be dis-
tinguished by one or more of the following qualities :

(1)  It should relate mythical, historical and other examples
of the settlement of disputes by peaceful methods and show
the advantage this method has proved to have over the use
of force.

(2)  It should give a true picture of war and its results.
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